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well by their excursions abroad as by their wars at home. The Nor-
wegians discover Iceland, where, in the course of half a century, they
organise an aristocratic republic of considerable wealth and endowed
with high qualities of intellectual character; a little earlier they had
already established a small commonwealth in the Faroe Islands, an earldom
in the Orkney and Shetland Islands, a kingdom in the Hebrides and Man,
and other kingdoms in Ireland, particularly one at Dublin. Here they
were compelled to fight against the Danes, whereas in England they placed
themselves at the service of the Danish chiefs who conquered the Danelaw,
In France and the Netherlands, undoubtedly, the Danes were in the
majority amongst the Vikings, whilst the chief who became the founder
of Normandy, Rollo, was probably a Norwegian. At the same time, the
Swedes were founding the Russian kingdom of Novgorod and Kiev1.

The establishment of the kingdoms in Scandinavia dates from exactly
the same period, The struggle for the union of the Danish provinces
seems to have lasted for about two centuries, the kingdom of Denmark
during this time being repeatedly united and dissolved, until a mighty
warrior took it firmly under his control. We are able to give the ap-
proximate date of the event, as we still possess the richly decorated
runic stone on which Harold Bluetooth (c. 950-985) proudly announces
that he was the king who won the whole of Denmark.

In Norway, the work of unification did not begin until the end of
the ninth century. It was one of the Vestfold kings, Harold Fairhair,
heir to a group of provinces in the east of the country, with whom
originated the idea of a Norwegian kingdom. He allied himself with the
Earl of Throndheim in the north, and conquered the west; we are still
able to enjoy the picturesque verses by one of his skalds which tell of
the great battle in Hafrsfjord (c. 900) where he struck down his last
opponents. The kingdom did not remain unshaken; for more than a
hundred years it was a prey to rival pretenders of the line of King
Harold or of the Earl of Throndheim, or even to foreign conquerors.
But the whole country was again united in resolute independence by the
saintly King Olaf (1016-1028), and when his son Magnus was elected
king in the year 10S5, the kingdom of Norway was finally established.

The origin of the Swedish kingdom is shrouded in deeper darkness;
for in reality we know nothing about the origins of the country. At the
beginning of historic times we see Swedish territory divided between two
relatively ancient kingdoms, Sweden (Svealand) proper north of the great
lakes, with a king seated in Upland, and Gautland (Gothland) in the
south, possibly ruled over by an earl. But about the year 1000 we find
the King of Sweden, the mighty Olaf the Tax-king, master of Gautland
too, and from that time the whole country is virtually a single kingdom,
whether the union was effected by King Olaf himself or by his renowned
father Eric (Erik) the Victorious.

1 See supra, Vol. iv, Chap, vii, pp. 204 sqq.